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Petion, to his great delight, was made a prisoner, Westermann
prepared to lead the main columns to the Place du Carrousel.

All these measures were perfectly well known1 to every
one in Paris, and the king himself was aware that at midnight
on August 9 the tocsin would be rung, and that his palace
would be attacked early next morning. He therefore sum-
moned to him his ministers, together with the procureur-
general-syndic Rcederer and the other members of the directory
of the department of the Seine, Mandat, the commandant-
general of the National Guard for the month, and, finally. Potion
the mayor of Paris. With smiling face, Potion declared that
the rising would all end in smoke, and that there was no need
for alarm. The king was disgusted at his behaviour, and the
mayor was soon glad of an excuse to go down to the gardens
of the Tuileries, where he walked up and down with Roederer
and Mandat, discussing the coming events Roederer, on the
evening of the 9th, entered the Assembly, and reported to the
members what they all knew, that since the question of de-
thronement was adjourned the tocsin was to be rung at mid-
night, and that a serious riot was expected in Paris. Petion
was then summoned by some friendly deputies, and asked if
due preparation had been made to control the coming insur-
rection. He answered that everything was in most perfect
order, and slipped quietly home to the mairie, His escape was
only announced to the king and queen when his empty carriage
rolled out of the court of the Tuileries. Far more important
were the military dispositions which were made by Mandat
for the defence of the Tuileries, with the assistance of the
Baron de Viom&nil and M. d'Hervilly.

Their measures were well and ably taken. They relied
chiefly upon the known fidelity of the King's Swiss Guards.
These faithful soldiers had been ordered to leave Paris by a
decree of the Assembly on July ] 7, but they had not been sent

1 For the events of August lO, the account given by Mortimor-
Ternaux in his Histoirc de la Terreur, vol. ii. pp 213-209, has been mainly
followed, but corrected in many details by the narrative given in Pollio
and Marcel's most valuable HftfaiJlrw rhi 10 Aiwt